
      

       
        
           

           
     
         

         
        

            
                 

   
        

         
         

            
        
             

            
        

            
          

      

           
              

   
              

           
   

         
           

      

How to Think Like Shakespeare by Scott Newstock 

Think you might want to read this book? 
How to think like Shakespeare is certainly a unique book. Thoughts 
about why thinking is important (as opposed to feeling or doing) and 
what it looks like in different contexts is merged with quotes from 
Shakespeare, his contemporaries, and Shakesperian scholars. 
Perspectives on thinking from the lens of craft, location, imitation, 
attention, technology, and constraint will all support the larger theme 
that foundational knowledge and deep conversation will always be 
imperatives to improving thinking. In the end you are likely to both 

appreciate the complexities of the art of thinking as well as be excited about diving into it more 
intentionally. 

What would Socrates ask? 
● To what degree can learning be enhanced by location? 
● What if each day of learning was bookended by conversation? 
● Can one truly learn without application of that new knowledge? 
● What if all learning was done in the spirit of improving the world? 
● How well does acting help the process of learning? 
● How does thinking compare with or complement, “feeling” and “doing” in terms of true 

learning? 

Research 
● Teachers lose between 60-110 hours of instructional time each year due to standardized 

testing and the tasks involved to get children ready. 
● A recent study concluded that the best predictor for making significant collegiate gains 

in reading, writing, and critical thinking… was completing courses with demanding 
requirements in reading, writing, and critical thinking. 

Concepts 
● Double translation- translate something and then translate it back to the original 
● Matthew Effect- those who have, shall receive more and those with less, shall receive less 

Quotes from the author 
● “My conviction is that education must be about thinking- not training a set of specific 

skills.” 
● “Education isn’t merely accumulating data:; machines can memorize far more, and far 

less fallibly, than humans.” 
● “Faced with existential crises in the environment, human migration, creeping 

authoritarianism, and the specter of artificial intelligence, a world without a broadly 
disseminated capacity for thinking is severely exposed.” 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B07ZJW3SPB/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=socratesheado-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=B07ZJW3SPB&linkId=7e3b0572af4a954c673cd7a6613d33c2
https://www.socratesheadofschool.com/


             
          

       
            

  
                
            
               
             

              
   

              

              
                

   
        
                  

            
                  

                  
          

   
   

    
   
    

   
     

 

           

  

    

   

   

● “Shakespeare earned his place in our pantheon of minds by staging thought in action. 
Across his works, terms like “think,” “thinking,” or “thought” outnumber “feel,” 
“feeling,” or “felt,” by a nearly 10:1 ratio.” 

● “All intellectual pursuits are more qualitative than any bubble sheet can ever gauge.” 

Quotes from others 
● “The value of an education… is not the learning of many facts but the training of the 

mind to think something that cannot be learned from textbooks.” - Albert Einstein 
● “Most people would die sooner than think - in fact they do so.” - Bertrand Russell 
● “What is the hardest task in the world? To think.” - Ralph Waldo Emerson 
● “Intellectual ‘work’ is misnamed; it is a pleasure, a dissipation, and is its own highest 

reward.” - Mark Twain 
● “... the aim of education is to enable individuals to continue their education.” - John 

Dewey 
● “... the really great discoveries have been made by men and women who were driven 

not by the desire to be useful but merely the desire to satisfy their curiosity.” - Abraham 
Flexner, medical education reformer 

● “... originality is nothing but judicious imitation.” - Voltaire 
● “It is a universal rule of life that we should wish to copy what we approve in others.” -

Quintilian 
● “Conversation is the laboratory and workshop of the student.” - Ralph Waldo Emerson 
● “You’ve got to look back at the old things and see them in a new light.” - John Coltrane 
● “The greatest part of a writer’s time is spent in reading, in order to write; a man will turn 

over half a library to make one book.” - Samuel Johnson 

Gateways to further learning 
● Do Schools Kill Creativity? 
● Literature as Equipment for Living 
● The Marginalian (formerly, Brainpickings) 
● The Tyranny of Three Ideas 
● Wisdom of the Hands 
● Documentary: To Be and to Have 
● Digital Counterrevolution 

Referenced books with the potential to impact leading and learning in education 

Author(s) Last Name Title 

Firestein Ignorance: How it drives science 

Wallas The Art of Thought 

Carruthers The Craft of Thought 

https://www.ted.com/talks/sir_ken_robinson_do_schools_kill_creativity/transcript?language=en
http://users.clas.ufl.edu/burt/FrenchConnections/Lit.pdf
https://www.themarginalian.org/
https://www.hepg.org/HEPG/media/Documents/Introductions/Hirsch_Why-Knowledge-Matters_Prologue.pdf?ext=.pdf
http://wisdomofhands.blogspot.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/To_Be_and_to_Have
http://www.digitalcounterrevolution.co.uk/
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0199828075?ie=UTF8&tag=socratesheado-20&camp=1789&linkCode=xm2&creativeASIN=0199828075
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1910146056?ie=UTF8&tag=socratesheado-20&camp=1789&linkCode=xm2&creativeASIN=1910146056
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0521795419/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=socratesheado-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=0521795419&linkId=df78b1b3a26052a32e85b57aa7b6abac


  

            
   

      

   

   

 

   

        

      

    

   

   

           
    

        

        

        

Gibbons How Poems Think 

Bakewell How to Live, or a Life of Montaigne in One Question and Twenty 
Attempts at an Answer 

Helfand A Survival Guide to the Misinformation Age 

Root-Bernstein & 
Rott-Bernstein 

Sparks of Genius 

Muller The Tyranny of Metrics 

Watters Teaching Machines 

Christodoulou Seven Myths about Education 

Didau What if Everything You Knew About Education Was Wrong? 

Arvatu & Aberdein Rhetoric: The Art of Persuasion 

Crawford The World beyond Your Head 

Csikszentmihalyi Flow 

Bridle The New Dark Age 

Lemov Teach Like a Champion 

Poundstone Head in the Cloud: Why Knowing Things Still Matters When Facts Are 
So Easy to Look Up 

Wineburg Why Learn History (When It’s Already on Your Phone) 

The applicability of this book to education is … 

This work is licensed under the CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 International License. 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/022627800X/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=socratesheado-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=022627800X&linkId=b838f68c55da3c8f1d14cdef200f9fa9
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1590514831/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=socratesheado-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=1590514831&linkId=06d8fbdd694b147369ddbc14e7aad352
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1590514831/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=socratesheado-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=1590514831&linkId=06d8fbdd694b147369ddbc14e7aad352
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B019WQU84A/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=socratesheado-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=B019WQU84A&linkId=27f4e218661a9aa3a8f0b97ab4dc30cb
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0618127453/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=socratesheado-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=0618127453&linkId=caee44edcbcc3a2c872349e692b69014
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B07K458MZG/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=socratesheado-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=B07K458MZG&linkId=b8f28b925382fb8c6fda1fa2536b670d
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0262045699/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=socratesheado-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=0262045699&linkId=b5f9c3decf55f1819899cf307911cbf9
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0415746825/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=socratesheado-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=0415746825&linkId=f4b1df604dbae6b1882b10020f7f387d
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1943920818/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=socratesheado-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=1943920818&linkId=8f73fc4529ab4df69345423051808b2e
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1632864436/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=socratesheado-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=1632864436&linkId=4fa5df200f5f3e5546cc084a5c8b9e57
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0374535914/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=socratesheado-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=0374535914&linkId=c6c5ac4d030d239ae277b53af1c72d40
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0061339202/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=socratesheado-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=0061339202&linkId=39d99d1025f4529a1defd3477e23fca7
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1786635488/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=socratesheado-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=1786635488&linkId=d524fe6a030ed1c3e60409aacdc56ab9
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1118901851/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=socratesheado-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=1118901851&linkId=ff90f6d28779aad3e7e8c00be1b01bf2
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0316256528/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=socratesheado-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=0316256528&linkId=ed12b144a8c250175428bec8b21adead
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0316256528/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=socratesheado-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=0316256528&linkId=ed12b144a8c250175428bec8b21adead
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/022635721X/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=socratesheado-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=022635721X&linkId=804b343d9b2e16e04fc598dbd3bfb6c9
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

