
      

       
          

        
            

          
          

           
         
                

            

   
         
          
    

       
        
              

             
      
           

            
 

   
               

   
           

   
              
                

      
               

              
      

          

Out of Our Minds by Sir Ken Robinson 

Think you might want to read this book? 
As teachers, how do we foster and celebrate ability and natural 
capacities? In Out of Our Minds Sir Ken Robinson suggests that the 
answer may just be creativity. He points out that our world is shaped 
by human imagination. Emphasis is also placed on the fact that 
finding, and fulfilling, our creative potential helps us live a happier 
life. Finally, instead of continuing to follow a more traditional set of 

academic standards, educational policy should instead look toward increasing students’ 
creativity. Based upon these collective ideas, this book guides the reader to look at the idea of 
learning and fostering creativity through a broader lens; building a culture of creativity. 

What would Socrates ask? 
● How do you provide opportunities for students to be creative? 
● How do you provide opportunities for students to use their imagination? 
● How should we measure intelligence? 
● Should intelligence be something we try to quantify? 
● What is involved in leading a culture of creativity? 
● How can we teach students it is okay to fail and learn from our failures? 

Research 
● Since No Child Left Behind became law, almost half of the school districts have 

eliminated or greatly reduced their arts program. 
● Employers want people who can think creatively, innovate, communicate well, work in 

teams, be adaptable, and be self-confident. They complain that graduates do not have 
these qualities. 

Concepts 
● Learning to be creative 

○ Learning to be creative is like learning any other skill. You have to be taught 
how to be creative.. 

● Imagination is the source of creativity but not a synonym for creativity. 

Quotes from the author 
● “My starting point is that everyone has huge creative capacities as a natural result of 

being a human being. The challenge is to develop them. A culture of creativity has to 
involve everybody, not just a select few.” 

● “Education is not a linear process of preparation for the future: it is about cultivating the 
talents and sensibilities through which we can live our best lives in the present and 
create the best futures for us all.” 

● “... college does not begin in kindergarten. Kindergarten begins in kindergarten.” 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/085708741X/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=socratesheado-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=085708741X&linkId=e513e2092f5c6e6ef344f0ba49a7d348
https://www.socratesheadofschool.com/


               
    

              
              

    
          

   
             

  
              

 
        

   
  

 
   

  
    

     

           

  

   

 

        

        

● “Education is not only a preparation for what may come later, it is also about helping 
people engage with the present.” 

● “...the most important characteristic of an intellectual age is the questions it asks - the 
problems it identifies. It is this, rather than the answers it provides, that reveals its 
underlying view of the world.” 

● “Promoting creativity systematically in schools is about transforming the culture of 
education as a whole.” 

● “The task of education is not to teach subjects; it is to teach students.” 

Quotes from others 
● “Education is the kindling of a flame, not the filling of a vessel.” - Socrates 

Implement tomorrow? 
● Ask open-ended questions where there may be multiple solutions. 

Organizations/schools working on answers 
● School of One 
● Open University 
● National Youth Leadership Council 
● Big Picture Learning 
● Partnership for 21st Century Learning 
● Council of Chief State School Officers 

Referenced books with the potential to impact leading and learning in education 

Author(s) Last Name Title 

Friedman The World is Flat 

Robinson The Element 

The applicability of this book to education is …. 

This work is licensed under the CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 International License. 

https://www.clevelandmetroschools.org/so1
https://www.open.ac.uk/
https://www.nylc.org/
https://www.bigpicture.org/
http://www.battelleforkids.org/networks/p21/frameworks-resources
https://ccsso.org/
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0312425074?ie=UTF8&tag=socratesheado-20&camp=1789&linkCode=xm2&creativeASIN=0312425074
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0143116738/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=socratesheado-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=0143116738&linkId=83997d4a9c2fa03781def0acffc339ae
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/



